The University of Edinburgh Internet Philosophy Course
Based in part on http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-18857999 and the Coursera website.
In January this year the University of Edinburgh launched a ground breaking course called  ‘Introduction to Philosophy’ It was ground breaking because it was internet based, free and over 90,000 people worldwide signed up for it. It was the first of its kind in the UK. Did anyone hear of this?
The course was provided by U of E staff on an internet platform provided by Coursera. This company was launched in the USA in April 2012 founded by two Stanford professors. They already have 650,000 registered students, an amazing number in such a short time. 
This is in the ‘About’ section on their website. “We are a social entrepreneurship company that partners with the top universities in the world to offer courses online for anyone to take, for free. We envision a future where the top universities are educating not only thousands of students, but millions. Our technology enables the best professors to teach tens or hundreds of thousands of students. 
Through this, we hope to give everyone access to the world-class education that has so far been available only to a select few. We want to empower people with education that will improve their lives, the lives of their families, and the communities they live in”
Coursera, backed by venture capital, wants to follow the Google and Facebook funding model - offering a service free to users, with the aim of developing revenue streams from large numbers of visitors. . Laudable?
A similar company, edX, backed by Harvard and MIT ran a pilot in 2012. 155,000 resisted. 23,000 started the course. 9000 reached mid term and 7200 completed and passed the course. Quite a high attrition rate?
The U of E course ran for 7 weeks. The expectation was to spend 2-3 hours learning each week.
A new video lecture was released each week with accompanying transcript of the lecture. The video usually had a a “quiz” embedded at appropriate points of the lecture. Also there was (short) reading list. What do we think of video learning?
Each week after the first week there was an assessment in the form a 10 question quiz. You were given up to 3 attempts at the quiz if you wanted too. If you took the quiz again the questions changed! If you completed each quiz with a score over 50% you will get a certificate. How do we feel about this aspect of the course?

You were encouraged to contribute to the message board where the students posted messages. There were some very interesting posts with some very good arguments. Initially however it was somewhat confusing owing to the sheer number of postings. As the course progressed the number of postings dropped massively and the tutors were able to become involved in a meaningful way. Has anyone tried discussing issues on-line?

At the end of the 7th week you were encouraged to take part in the optional peer assessment for the course which is an opportunity to submit a 750-word piece of writing about a topic covered in the course and receive feedback on your writing from your fellow course participants. Has anyone tried this style of learning before?
edX president, Anant Agarwal  cautions against unrealistic expectations - and says there are questions still to resolve around the assessment and accreditation of online education. Still an exciting development though?
